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SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING
AT 7:00 P.M.
JUNE 16, 2025


Presents: Supervisor Marcus Kohan, Supervisor Tim Stiffy and Supervisor Dave Swartz. Also present was Solicitor Ray Bogaty, Road Foreman, Jim Knight, and Township Administrator Lucinda G. Lipko. 

Also Present:  Justin Gonatas, Ken & Becky Dunkerley, Jay & Debbie Ammer, Chief Daniel Hutchins and Sue Haly.  

Agenda Additions or Deletions: None 

Public Comment: None

Fire Department:
Supervisor Kohan reminded everyone that he hosted a meeting to discuss the emergency management needs for Springfield Township. An Early Warning System was discussed to be placed in two locations to give residents advanced notice to shelter in place or evacuate. At this time only one siren has been installed. Placement of the second siren is still being discussed. Currently, the siren is going off for every fire call and that is going to dilute the situation when there is a potential for a real disaster and getting residents attention. He wants the township to lead the others in safety.
Chief Hutchins stated dispatching is done through the 911 center. Pagers are expensive and they would need forty-one of them.  Supervisor Kohan stated that 2 months ago, before the siren was installed, notification to respond was incredibly good using phone and other means already in place. He also reiterated that the siren was and is for EWS only and never was discussed being used as a “fire whistle.”  How far the siren is heard also depends on the weather. Grove City used their siren recently for a severe thunderstorm, people panicked. The fire department base radio and truck radios are the only ones who can put off the siren at this time. 

Chief Hutchins stated the Volunteer Emergency Service Tax Rebate Program is based off a points system. Points are assigned based on the number of calls you respond to, being an officer in the department, training, etc. that a volunteer participates in.  Once you reach a certain number of points, they are requesting the township give them a percentage off their real estate taxes and EIT. Grove City Borough has already entered into an agreement with their fire department and Pine Township is still reviewing theirs. Chief Hutchins is working with the school district to encourage students to participate in the ½ day work release program to attend the junior firefighter program.

Chief Hutchins requested renting out the truck bays on August 9, 2025, as a fund raiser for the fire department. 
Crystal Hutchins stated that their insurance agent, Tom Anderson, told her there is no reason they should not be able to use the bays. If the township does not want them here, they will get port-a-potties. She does not understand why they are not allowed to use the building. 
Supervisor Kohan responded that the fire department is not a social hall nor is the meeting room. 
Solicitor Bogaty stated it is best practice not to allow the bays being rented. Could have people sign waivers, but those end up being useless.

Chief Hutchins reported the following:
· Working on replacement of an engine
· Hosted three fundraisers – hoagie sale, sold drinks at Strawberry Days and Black Out Burger gave a portion of all sales to the fire department last weekend.
· Two volunteers attended the EMT class in Oil City and they both passed. They now have 7 EMT’s and one pre-hospital registered nurse.
· There is a rumor that Supervisor Stiffy is saying there is shady business/finances at the fire department. Just ask if you have questions. Supervisor Stiffy stated he has not said anything to anyone about the fire department business/finances. Supervisor Swartz stated there was a time when the Supervisors would not talk to the fire department and he does not want to see it go back that way.
· In May they had eighteen calls, 159-man hours and eight mutual aids calls and received one.
· In June there were seventeen calls, 118-man hours and ninety-six training hours.

Supervisor Swartz asked how the fire department can put out fires on electric cars. Chief Hutchins stated he has someone looking into it. Hovis’s is now selling blankets that you can throw over the vehicle to extinguish a fire.

Approval of Minutes, Bill List and Payroll:
A motion was made by Tim Stiffy to approve the following:
· Emergency Business Meeting of May 2, 2025
· Meeting minutes of May 6, 2025
· Meeting minutes of May 19, 2025
· Bill List of May 2025
· Payroll for May 2025
Seconded by Dave Swartz, motion approved.

Administration and Finance:
A motion was made by Tim Stiffy to award the 2025 Paving Project bid for school road, Veterans Road, North Spring Road and N/S Lee Road to Shields Asphalt Paving, Inc. for 
$ 230,633.00. Seconded by Dave Swartz, motion carried.

Sewer and Water:
Jim Knight reported the following:
· The quote to rebuild the Ebarra pump was $ 11,080.00. They need to replace the suction covers and K impellers, it is going to cost around $ 16,000.00 to rebuild both pumps through Trumble.
· Requested a quote from Zep Company for a live bacteria drip system to help with the odor issues at the Pine Lift Station. Gateway Engineers has a gas meter which they are bringing to skip along the sewage line to see where the highest odor levels are coming from on Wednesday.

Roads and Bridges:
Jim Knight reported the following:
· The bridges on Blacktown Road and the one by Rachael’s Roadhouse are still being worked on and should be completed in October.
· The culvert was patched on Veterans Road and hoping it works  Property owners are going to clean out the ditch.

Public Works Report: None

Reports:
Solicitor Bogaty stated the Public Hearing for zoning and subdivision amendments will be July 21, 2025, at 6:15 p.m.
Supervisor Swartz said the sewer project along Route 19 is still moving along and when it happens, it will happen big time.

Correspondence:
The Fire Chief approved the following requests for Fire Police:
· Traffic and crowd control at the Saxonburg Carnival on June 26, 2025.
· Parking control at the Jefferson Township Fair on July 29th through August 2nd.
· At the Command Station on August 2 & 3 at the Moraine State Park Regatta.

Public Comment: 
Ken Dunkerley asked if the mining company has applied for a permit yet. He was told no.

Jay Ammer asked if the zoning and subdivision amendments will be voted on at the July meeting. He was told no, after the Public Hearing it as to be advertised for our August meeting to be adopted.

Supervisor Swartz stated that someone in the township wrote a broad-brush letter accusing a supervisor of making accusations about the Fire Department. He wanted everyone to know that he had never spoken ill of the Fire Department and had in fact always supported them. 

Jim Knight reported he has the name of the farmer that caused all the damage to Oregon Road. He has called the State Pollice Barracks and Officer Loffner has never showed up to file a report. Jim was told that he must deal with the officer it was assigned to. Solicitor Bogaty told him to take pictures and get quotes of the cost to repair.

Adjournment:
A motion was made by Tim Stiffy to adjourn into Executive Session for Personnel – related legal issues, with no new business afterwards. Seconded by Dave Swartz, motion carried.

The Springfield Township Board of Supervisors adjourned at 8:31 p.m.


__________________________________ 
Lucinda G. Lipko, Secretary
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