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SPRINGFIELD TOWNSHIP BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
REGULAR BUSINESS MEETING 
AT 7:00 P.M.
OCTOBER 20, 2025

Present: Supervisors Marcus Kohan, Tim Stiffy, and Dave Swartz. Also present were Solicitor Ray Bogaty, Road Foreman Jim Knight, and Township Administrator, Lucinda Lipko. 
Call to Order: The meeting was called to order at 7 p.m., followed by the Pledge of Allegiance.
Agenda Additions or Deletions: None
Invited Guests:  Turnley, Robertson & Associates, LLC – 2024 Audit Review
Travis Gnarra reported on the 2024 Audit. Fund balance has increased each year. Travis advised that the Township should keep two months of operating funds, currently the Township has six months in which to operate from. The Township is doing well with finances. It is a clean audit for 2024. 
Public Comment – None
Chief Daniel Hutchins received information regarding the names and addresses of five members that would qualify for 100% of the taxes, this would be combined dollars of $854. This would increase $849 if the people in yellow were more active.
Discussed 2026 Budget. Need to increase the Fire Tax. Ray Bogaty advised that we should not increase or decrease until we see what the new assessments will be.
Approval of Minutes, Bill List and Payroll:
Tim Stiffy made a motion to approve the meeting minutes from September 2 and September 15, along with the Bill List and Payroll for September. Seconded by Dave Swartz, motion carried. 
Chief Hutchins would like it noted that the meeting minutes are not up to date on the website.


Administration and Finance. 
A motion was made by Tim Stiffy to adopt Ordinance #4 – 2025 – Establishing Mandatory Sewer Connection to the Neshannock Creek Watershed Joint Municipal Authority. Seconded by Dave Swartz, motion carried.

A motion was made by Tim Stiffy to approve the Land Development Plan submitted by Grove City Aviation, LLC for construction of a hangar at 40 Oakley Kelly Drive contingent upon Gateway letter dated September 22, 2025, and October 20, 2025. Seconded by Dave Swartz, motion carried.

A motion was made by Tim Stiffy to transfer $104,818.00 in undesignated General Fund balance to the Capital Fund pursuant to the township’s undesignated fund balance policy (Resolution # 12 – 2017). Seconded by Dave Swartz, motion carried.
Discussion about applying for the Local Share Account (LSA) grant for equipment for the Road Department, with a $100.00 application fee. Jim Knight would like to apply for: 
· Ford F550 Plow Truck complete with plow bed spreader. 
· 3CX JCB backhoe.
· Would like to remove the old salt shed and remodel the existing cold storage shed building. 
·  Zero Turn Mower for $12,000, it is a Shaggy and Ferris with a 61-inch mower. 

The LSA grant application would be $500,000. Chief Hutchins requested adding air packs to the application. Marcus Kohan made a motion to pursue the grant contingent upon what the Fire Department may bring to the table. Seconded by Dave Swartz, motion carried.

A motion was made by Tim Stiffy to apply for the LSA in the amount of $540,000. Seconded by Dave Swartz, motion carried.

A motion was made by Tim Stiffy to table the Work Authorization from Gateway Engineers to apply for the Local Share Account (LSA) grant,  Seconded by Dave Swartz, motion carried.
Sewer and Water
Jim Knight reported that they are still working on the odor issue at Pine Township. The odor goes away with the colder temperatures. Received a call from Pine Township, they lost a unit VFD in the lift station. Trumbold was coming to work on it Monday. Jim still has a used one they could possibly trade out.
  


Roads and Bridges
Jim Knight advised that all bridges in Springfield Township are now open. Finished mowing the roads, fixed a culvert on Old Mercer Road, and got three loads of road salt. Jim will order anti-skid next. Two trucks are scheduled for inspection on Tuesday.
Public Works Report - None
Reports:
Ray Bogaty reported the following:
· Rick Ratvasky has met all conditions, and the release of his bond was approved. 
· The hearing on Amerikohl will be on December 10, 2025, at 6 p.m. The hope is to resolve the matter during the session as he will be retiring at the end of this year. If not, we can appoint him as Special Counsel to complete it.
· Pine Township approved the letter of intent, and we are good to move ahead. Need to meet with DCED and then with Tim Bonner as he is our liaison to Grove City’s Water line to Route 208.
· Dave Swartz submitted his thoughts on uncollectable sewer bills for when State Representative Tim Bonner is here in November. Why can’t they come up with legislation to collect the debt? In some cases, the house is worth less than the sewer bill. Dave Swartz invited the Neshannock Creek Joint Municipal Authority to this meeting, and we need to make sure our feelings are very strongly voiced. Ray Bogaty advised that Buhl can shut the water off, but the Township cannot get an agreement with them. 
· Dave Swartz asked if the Fish Commission was contacted about the mining since they have a lot of teeth. Dave also has concerns upstream because the Municipal Water Authority Plant sits about 200 to 250 feet from the creek. The Township has reoccurring subsidence around that plant and occurs every two years. If the mine does dig eighty feet deep, then it is a concern for sedimentation and erosion.
· Marcus Kohan stated that the Township does support the Fire Department 100%. Fund raising activities are okay if the rules and regulations are followed. The Fire Department has been 501c3 for years. He would like the public to know that they support the Fire Department. 

Fire Police: 
Chief Hutchins approved the following requests for Fire Police:
· Request for traffic control at the Evans City Halloween Parade on October 23, 2025.
· Request for traffic control at the Greenville Halloween Parade on October 25, 2025.
· 
Public Comment:
· Dan Bursick asked if Amerikohl has submitted any changes and what the changes are? 
· Rick Ratvasky asked how he learns more about the mandatory sewer?
· Dave Swartz stated the sewage project is stopping at Iron Bridge. BOS could work with Neshannock to run through Leesburg..
· Merl Black asked if it is going to stop at the Iron Bridge as there will be a pump station located in the vicinity of the current treatment plant that is there now? 
· William Hohmann asked why the Township needs a new backhoe? 
· Merle Black stated that the BOS needs to think about the tree in the creek beside the Iron Bridge. The only ones that can go in are the property owners to remove them, otherwise if something goes wrong then the Township is liable. 
· Autumn Devine asked if the new date for the Amerikohl Public Hearing is going to be advertised?

Motion to Adjourn:
Tim Stiffy made the motion to adjourn into the Executive Session for personnel part-time positions with no business afterward. Seconded by Dave Swartz, motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m.


__________________________________
Lucinda G. Lipko, Secretary 	
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